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(e) Each applicant for a Parts Manu-
facturer Approval must allow the Ad-
ministrator to make any inspection or 
test necessary to determine compli-
ance with the applicable Federal Avia-
tion Regulations. However, unless oth-
erwise authorized by the Adminis-
trator— 

(1) No part may be presented to the 
Administrator for an inspection or test 
unless compliance with paragraphs 
(f)(2) through (4) of this section has 
been shown for that part; and 

(2) No change may be made to a part 
between the time that compliance with 
paragraphs (f)(2) through (4) of this sec-
tion is shown for that part and the 
time that the part is presented to the 
Administrator for the inspection or 
test. 

(f) Each applicant for a Parts Manu-
facturer Approval must make all in-
spections and tests necessary to deter-
mine— 

(1) Compliance with the applicable 
airworthiness requirements; 

(2) That materials conform to the 
specifications in the design; 

(3) That the part conforms to the 
drawings in the design; and 

(4) That the fabrication processes, 
construction, and assembly conform to 
those specified in the design. 

(g) The Administrator does not issue 
a Parts Manufacturer Approval if the 
manufacturing facilities for the part 
are located outside of the United 
States, unless the Administrator finds 
that the location of the manufacturing 
facilities places no burden on the FAA 
in administering applicable airworthi-
ness requirements. 

(h) Each holder of a Parts Manufac-
turer Approval shall establish and 
maintain a fabrication inspection sys-
tem that ensures that each completed 
part conforms to its design data and is 
safe for installation on applicable type 
certificated products. The system shall 
include the following: 

(1) Incoming materials used in the 
finished part must be as specified in 
the design data. 

(2) Incoming materials must be prop-
erly identified if their physical and 
chemical properties cannot otherwise 
be readily and accurately determined. 

(3) Materials subject to damage and 
deterioration must be suitably stored 
and adequately protected. 

(4) Processes affecting the quality 
and safety of the finished product must 
be accomplished in accordance with ac-
ceptable specifications. 

(5) Parts in process must be inspected 
for conformity with the design data at 
points in production where accurate 
determination can be made. Statistical 
quality control procedures may be em-
ployed where it is shown that a satis-
factory level of quality will be main-
tained for the particular part involved. 

(6) Current design drawings must be 
readily available to manufacturing and 
inspection personnel, and used when 
necessary. 

(7) Major changes to the basic design 
must be adequately controlled and ap-
proved before being incorporated in the 
finished part. 

(8) Rejected materials and compo-
nents must be segregated and identi-
fied in such a manner as to preclude 
their use in the finished part. 

(9) Inspection records must be main-
tained, identified with the completed 
part, where practicable, and retained in 
the manufacturer’s file for a period of 
at least 2 years after the part has been 
completed. 

(i) A Parts Manufacturer Approval 
issued under this section is not trans-
ferable and is effective until surren-
dered or withdrawn or otherwise termi-
nated by the Administrator. 

(j) The holder of a Parts Manufac-
turer Approval shall notify the FAA in 
writing within 10 days from the date 
the manufacturing facility at which 
the parts are manufactured is relocated 
or expanded to include additional fa-
cilities at other locations. 

(k) Each holder of a Parts Manufac-
turer Approval shall determine that 
each completed part conforms to the 
design data and is safe for installation 
on type certificated products. 

[Amdt. 21–38, 37 FR 10659, May 26, 1972, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–41, 39 FR 41965, Dec. 4, 
1974; Amdt. 21–67, 54 FR 39291, Sept. 25, 1989] 

§ 21.305 Approval of materials, parts, 
processes, and appliances. 

Whenever a material, part, process, 
or appliance is required to be approved 
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under this chapter, it may be ap-
proved— 

(a) Under a Parts Manufacturer Ap-
proval issued under § 21.303; 

(b) Under a Technical Standard Order 
issued by the Administrator. Advisory 
Circular 20–110 contains a list of Tech-
nical Standard Orders that may be 
used to obtain approval. Copies of the 
Advisory Circular may be obtained 
from the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation, Publication Section (M–443.1), 
Washington, D.C. 20590; 

(c) In conjunction with type certifi-
cation procedures for a product; or 

(d) In any other manner approved by 
the Administrator. 

[Amdt. 21–38, 37 FR 10659, May 26, 1972, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–50, 45 FR 38346, June 9, 
1980] 

Subpart L—Export Airworthiness 
Approvals 

SOURCE: Amdt. 21–2, 30 FR 8465, July 2, 1965, 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 21.321 Applicability. 
(a) This subpart prescribes— 
(1) Procedural requirements for the 

issue of export airworthiness approv-
als; and 

(2) Rules governing the holders of 
those approvals. 

(b) For the purposes of this subpart— 
(1) A Class I product is a complete 

aircraft, aircraft engine, or propeller, 
which— 

(i) Has been type certificated in ac-
cordance with the applicable Federal 
Aviation Regulations and for which 
Federal Aviation Specifications or type 
certificate data sheets have been 
issued; or 

(ii) Is identical to a type certificated 
product specified in paragraph (b)(1)(i) 
of this section in all respects except as 
is otherwise acceptable to the civil 
aviation authority of the importing 
state. 

(2) A Class II product is a major com-
ponent of a Class I product (e.g., wings, 
fuselages, empennage assemblies, land-
ing gears, power transmissions, control 
surfaces, etc), the failure of which 
would jeopardize the safety of a Class I 
product; or any part, material, or ap-
pliance, approved and manufactured 

under the Technical Standard Order 
(TSO) system in the ‘‘C’’ series. 

(3) A Class III product is any part or 
component which is not a Class I or 
Class II product and includes standard 
parts, i.e., those designated as AN, 
NAS, SAE, etc. 

(4) The words ‘‘newly overhauled’’ 
when used to describe a product means 
that the product has not been operated 
or placed in service, except for func-
tional testing, since having been over-
hauled, inspected and approved for re-
turn to service in accordance with the 
applicable Federal Aviation Regula-
tions. 

[Amdt. 21–2, 30 FR 11375, July 2, 1965, as 
amended by Amdt. 21–48, 44 FR 15649, Mar. 15, 
1979] 

§ 21.323 Eligibility. 
(a) Any exporter or his authorized 

representative may obtain an export 
airworthiness approval for a Class I or 
Class II product. 

(b) Any manufacturer may obtain an 
export airworthiness approval for a 
Class III product if the manufacturer— 

(1) Has in his employ a designated 
representative of the Administrator 
who has been authorized to issue that 
approval; and 

(2) Holds for that product— 
(i) A production certificate; 
(ii) An approved production inspec-

tion system; 
(iii) An FAA Parts Manufacturer Ap-

proval (PMA); or 
(iv) A Technical Standard Order au-

thorization. 

§ 21.325 Export airworthiness approv-
als. 

(a) Kinds of approvals. (1) Export air-
worthiness approval of Class I products 
is issued in the form of Export Certifi-
cates of Airworthiness, FAA Form 
8130–4. Such a certificate does not au-
thorize the operation of aircraft. 

(2) Export airworthiness approval of 
Class II and III products is issued in 
the form of Airworthiness Approval 
Tags, FAA Form 8130–3. 

(b) Products which may be approved. 
Export airworthiness approvals are 
issued for— 

(1) New aircraft that are assembled 
and that have been flight-tested, and 
other Class I products located in the 
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